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The science of Sociology to p:o note whose objects we are met 
this evening, is one of modern origin, in fact so modern that 
there are many educated persons who know not what the word 
means. It is not then economical, ethical, legal or political 
science, though it borders on all these—it is not on the 
one hand the Socialism of Fourier and Robert Owen, which 
regards material comfort attained through man’s industry as 
the highest end or paramartha, thus ignoring a future life and 
sinking humanity into the mire of materialism ;—nor is it on 
the other hand Political Economy, which relates principally to the 
production and distribution of wealth ;—nor is it Statistics ;— 
nor is it merely Ethics, which refers to man’s welfare as a moral 
being. Sociology is distinct from Politics or the science of go- 
vernment, though its euquivies form the basis of all good govern- 
ment, as the Commissions on various subjects of social enquiry 
in England and Lord Shaftesbury’s labours shew. . ' 

Sociology pre-eminently aims at what Pope recommends: 
“he proper study of mankind is man ;”—by it we gain the 
real or esoteric history of a people, of the masses, and not of 
what history chiefly dwells on, Priests, Kings and Warriors, 
their controversies, Battles and intrigues—as is syecially the 
case with the modern history of India. Sir J. Macintosh refer- 
ring to the value of works which illustrate national character 
observes,—‘ Manner is the constant and insensible transpira- 
tion of character ; in the théusand nameless acts which com 308e 
manner, the mind betrays its habitual bent.” 

The Englisn in England, so pre-eminent for their efforts to 
yelieve the poor and helpless in foreign laif¢s, have had their 
attention. gradually directed to various social evils in their-own 
jand, and one way to remedy them was found, to make investirs- 
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tion into their nature arid extent,—hence the origin of the Social 
Science Association, which enrols more than 2000 members, 
some of whom are Ladies, who have written, papers and or- 
ganized Ladies’ Associations to co-operate with its objects. Lord 
Brougham, Lord J. Russel, and the Earl of Shaftesbury have 
given opening addresses at the yearly meetings. France hase 
entered with zest into the subject,and even in Russia the 
working of the Association has been watched with great 
interest, while full accounts of the proceedings of the sections 
have been given most fully even in the St. Petersburg journals. 

The field in this country is very wide, aud while it is rather 
difficult, on account of sociology bordering so closely on other 
branches of moral science, to give a precise definition of the 
word, it will be best explained perhaps by pointing out the 
scope of its objects in this country. Sociology teaches one, 
lesson which is much needed every where, and is not with- 
out its use even in England—that a people’s prosperity 
mginly depends on themselves: the Government may aid, 
but the impulsive movement for its success must arise 
from the people. Well has a great statesman, Monsieur 
Guizot, characterized as a “gross delusion the belief in 
the sovereign power of political machinery :” to this many 
of the social evils of France are attributable. The French 
thought they could first reform society without reforming 
themselves, thus illustrating Sir J. Macintosh’s remark “ Con- 
stitutions cannot be made, they must grow.” Paper constitu- 
tions won’t do: there must be a root in the social condition of 
the people. Lord Shaftesbury in his addresses at the Social 
Science Meeting observes that this as one of the godd effects of 
social science, “{t is no small success to have taught the 
people to see that to cry out, A law a. law, on all occasions of 
on evil felt, or an evil detected, is to check private individual 
and combined exertion, and to keep men from the wholesome 
conviction, that in many matters they must be a law unto them- 
selves. Anything that will detach men from the pursuit of 
“splendid phantoms’ must be of great value.” | 

The study of Sociology then is of spectal importance to edwt 
cated natives, as tending to draw their attention to what lies at the 
basis ofall good government—the social condition of the people : 
Utopia may be fine as a theory, but what is it in practice? The 
study of Sociology will also tend t¢ remedy a greaée defect: in 
this country—the awful chasm which exists between the educated 
and uneducated native: it will do in this department what 
natural history do€s in another, bring different classes to. 
gether on common ground, and so lessen prejudice. We have 
heard many Europeans declare that the sports-of the field _ 
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wore the first things that impressed favourably them towards 
natives, as thereby they came in contact with the common 
people and learned to know their good qualities and social con- _ 
dition. Depend of this, if the educated class will ignore the 
masses, the masses will not ignore them, but will be a drag ang 
“a chain on them. The educated native must not imitate the 
philosopher who being disturbed in his study, by the servant 
informing him that part of his house was on’ fire replied, “ Tell 
your mistress: you know I don’t attend to household concerns.” 

One of the reasons why so little in the way of writing has 
hitherto been contributed to sociology by educated natives 
and others, may have béen the system of education that has pre- 
vailed and.is prevailing, which cultivates memory to the exclu- 
sion of alraost every other faculty and particularly the necessary 
sone of observation, while in schools the study of natural history 
-in the upper classes and of object lessons in the lower is too gene- 
rally ignored, hence the young man comes from College looking 
too often on the objects around him “ with a brute unconscious 
gaze.” Without the practice of close observation little progress 
can be made in sociology, which is to be prosecuted not from 
books but from personal observation of men and things.—As no 
man will gain much knowledge of plants in a jungle without 
a Hobdieal eye, go neither will much progress be made in the 
knowledge of the various ramifications of society, unless the 
attention be directed to them by preparatory studies: this 
neither Mathematics nor History, excellent though they be 
in themselves, can effect. The learned education of former 
days has led the Hindu mind to study the quiddities of Meta- 
physics, rather than external objects, whieh were held in con- 
tempt, they applied to scholastic Metaphysics and not to Mental .. 
Philosophy on the Baconian method of induction. 

‘The time is very favorable for sociological investigations as an, 
Educated Class of natives is rapidly rising, qualified not only to 
investigate, but also to write the results of their investigations. 

Railways opening out will enable persons hitherto pent 
up within the Marhatta Ditch, to travel in the Mofussil. The 
Hast India Railway ‘vives them the opportunity to proceed 
cheaply and quickly to the districts of Birbhum, Murshe- 
dabad, Burdwan, Hugly, Purnea, Malda, Rungpur, hitherto 
almost terre incognite—the Mutla Railway. will soon afford 
them facti¥ties for visititlg neighbourhoods once the seat 
of a flourishing civilisation; the . Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way will bring Rajshahi, Pubna,. Nuddea close to view. 
aAli those districts contain abundance of *matter for enquiry 
relating to the raral population and the social relics of for- 
mer. dynastfes—particularly the Musalman.—Danvers ia his 
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Railway Report has well remarked on this subject, that, as one 
result of the Rail in India, “ihe facilities for personal inter- 
course, and the spread of intelligence afforded thereby will not 
fail to improve the secial condition of the country.” 

As debating societies among Hindus and Englishmen are rapid. 
f springing up, it would be well to have their aims. of a more* 
practical nature, directed to points whose consideration would 
have a useful effect on the mind, I must confess I have been often 
pained in attending some of those meetings, and I have gone 
to many, to hear read, an essay merely an abridgement of a 
book, or perhaps some semi-political paper, only calculated 
to excite a discontented spirit. What a field for discussion and 
essays would sociology open, and one hitherto so little gleaned. 

Natives can do this. Europeans cannot penetrate into the 
Antapur, or unravel the intricate web of native society ; in vari-. 
ous cases where they have attempted to write about it, it was‘ in 
the spirit of the Marquis de Castine, who, after a few months’ re- 
sidenco in Russia, wrote several works about every thing in it, 
boasting “that ho saw nothing but guessed every thing.” 
European trayellers in India have consequently from the anddj 
(guess) nature of their data, made most glaring mistakes. Even 
Ward in that useful and laboured work on “The Manners 
of the Hindus,” though he bestowed 20 years on the re- 
searches and took native guidance, often confounds examples 
with exceptions. It is no cause for surprise then, if Europeans 
travelling through the country with the speed of a Cossack, 
seeing only a few cities and anglicised natives, should make 
great blunders. What La Place said of astronomy is applicable 
to social science, “We have principles and science in abun- 
dance, give us more facts.” An American writer, to shew the 
difficulty of foreigners understanding natives easily, mentions he 
was 25 years in Scotland and fancied he understood the Scotch, 
then he’came to England and supposed he should soon under- 
stand the English—but after 25 years in England also, he began 
to think he understood neither the Scotch nor the English ! 

In submitting this annual Report of the Sociological Section 
of the Bethune Society, I have to state that being quite a now 
subject in this country, much time was spent in mapping out 
the field of action, for though various men were found willing 
to work, they wanted to have the sphere pointed out, hence at 
one of the early meetings of the Section held in-December 
1859, the following was stated. 

* To the student in sociology, India offers a vast and inexhaus- . 
tible field of investigation and research, and the natives them-, 
selves are in the most favourable position to furnish correct 
information on the social system of the Hindne as fnreionare ~ 
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have little opportunity of acquainting themselves with the in- 
ternal workings of native society. Atan early meeting of this 
section it was coysidered desirable that each of the members 
should propose assubject or subjects for investigation, and that 
a selection be made from them for the contribution of papers b 
tthe members. It was further recommended to the members 
to prosecute the study of sociology as lately raised to a science, 
and also of French and German writings on India, in order to 
enable them to bring the light thus obtained to bear upon the 
topics selected for the papers.” 

The subjects proposed in the Section this year have been as 
follows. : 


1. Menu's Scheme of Hindu Society, how far its principles harmonize 
with the laws of nature, and are compatible with the progress and the well- 
deing of the community. 

2. The existing organization of Hindu Society in Bengal with reference 
to the 36 hereditary castes or Barnas, of which it is composed. 

3. The modifying influence of Makomedan and English conquests on 
Hindu Society, 

4. How far natural causes have operated to overturn the Scheme of Menu? 

5. The influence of Buddhism on the sogdition of Hindu Society P 

8. The social influences of the exieting Educational Institutions of Ben- 

al, 

: 7. shee ultimate influence are Railways likely to exercise on Hindu 
ociet; * 
8. The state of Hindu Seciety in Orissa, Sumpared with that in Bengal. 
9. A critical analysis of Mr. Ward’s work on the Hindus, as respects their 

social condition, together with a sketch of the improvements that have taken. 

place in the social condition of the natives within the last 60 years. 

10. A History of Old Hindu families in Calcutta. 

Il. Under what circumstances is the adoption by the natives of Soreign 
manners and dress desirable, and to what extent has it been carried P 

12, The nature and extent of accommodation in native houses and to what 
degree susceptible of improvement ? 

13. The topics of conversation in general in Hindu Society of the present: 
day, as contrasted with that of former times, ‘ . 


Essays have been sent in to this Section on the following 

subjects:— = . 

1. Topics of Conversation in Hindu Society. 

» This paper, the preduction of an acute observer, treats of the 
variout subjects of conversation among the different classes of 
natives,—and is toebe specially commended, because the writer 
is not a copyer of books but has drawn fresh from observation. 

2. Sociag influences of the Educational Institutions of Bengal. 
Written by our worthy Secretary, and chiefly from his own 
observation, he points ont education in its effects on an expir- 
ing state of society—education begun at 5 years of age,—schools 
introduce better clothes, cleanliness, a demand for various manu- 
factured things, promote order,—are against caste, bring the 
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various classes of sdciety together,—the pupils become in 
after life socially elevated—the Medical College,—schools for 
agriculture,—moral training,—Bengalis not-a mere race of 
talkers—paid lecturers needed,—debating sotieties short-lived, 
notices of those existing 23 years ago and of the Phrenological 

ociety and Society for the Acquisition of Useful Knowledge. 

8. The Marriage System of the Bengalis. . 

The author treats of—the origin of the sexes and of marriage 
according to the Shastras—the marrying a brother’s widow— 
plurality of husbands—eight ancient forms of marriage—kulin 
marriages,—Marriage ceremonies,—marriages among different 
castes, 

‘The essay evinces a considerable amount of research in books. 

4, An account of the Sunderbunds. oe 

Relates more to the land tenure than to the people. - 

5. Criticisms on Ward on the Hindus. 

Treats of mistakes made by Mr. Ward on the social condition 
of the natives. This shews considerable investigation, it came 
in too late to be noticed in our appendix, but it will receive 
due attention.next year. 

T now submit a series of questions and subjects for essays on 
the various branches of sociology. One of the main reasons 
that led me to frame these questions and subjects on sociology 
was not merely the novelty of the subject, but the utter use- 
lessness of asking natives or even Europeans a question in the 
form, “ Tell me all you know about it :”’—the result is you either 
get information you may possess already, or information on 
points you do not require ;—-you must aim point blank, if you 
wish for a result; you must make grooves or channels for 
thought. It. was the conviction of this necessity that led the 
Caleutta School Book Society, the Royal Asiatic Society, and 
other bodies to begin their operations, by framing a series of 
questions and desiderata. 

These questions I constructed from notes I had taken in 
reading or from observations made in the Mofussil at various 
periods or from points suggested by natives. I have spared 
no pains in searching for suggestive enqfliries in the Bengal‘, 
Sanskrit, French, and German languages. 

With respect to obtaining answers to many of these questions, 
your President Dr, Duff and myself have had some unfortunate 
experience sixteen years ago on andther topic, when we issued 
@ series of questions on education, and received very few an- 
swers ; but | believe times are improved, in the Medical Section 
of this Society, a conSiderable number of replies have been ob-. 
tained, and I have been told by many natives, they will answer 
the questions when they ask for definite-and previseinformation. _ 
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Méssts. Smith and Woodrow have assured me that in their 
department of education, they will ‘co-operate by giving some of 
these questions to intelligent masters, and by making them 
exercises for Essays in Schools. Our President and others have 
promised similar co-operation. ‘They may form subjects also for 
ssays in Debating Societies,—and I trust that a volume may 
be compiled from the answers to those questions, and from the 
Essays which may be of value to Europeans both in India and 
Europe as giving information drawn from original sources, 


I, 
ABORIGINES. 


The Dhangars and other hill tribes who do such important 
thongh dirty workin the drainage of Calcutta are deserving 
hotice, as to their habitations, religion, customs, language.. Sir 
J. Malcom’s Essay: on the Bhills—Hodgson’s valuable papers 
onthe Aboriginal tribes, &., will suggest various kindred en- 
quiries regarding them. This subject must not be despised as a 
mean one ; such men as Dr. Prichard, Hodgson &. &c. devoted 
much labour to it, and Sir G. Grey, when Governor of New Zea- 
land, learned the language of the Aboriginies and has since pub- 
lished a most interesting work on “ the Poetry of the New Zea- 
landers ;” he lived among them for a time, and has recorded dill 
their legends, traditions, ho, Who would have thought that the 
Maoris living in the ultima Thule of Civilization speak a lan- 
guage in which there are many words derived from Sanskrit— 
as little as that the Santals, British subjects, whom you see 
occasionally in Calcutta, and who can be easily visited now 
by rail, speak a language, having strong affinities with the 
language of the Tartars of Central Asia, Russian subjects, 
The Hindu books in poetical legends describe those aborigines 
as monkeys, so Megasthenes writes of Indiang one-eyed 
without noses, wrapped up in their ears, (hastikarnas), even 
Marco Polo and Ptolemy believed that men with tails had a real 
existence. I understand that among the Dhangars of Calcutta, 
much mortality prevajls owing to the wretched diet they use— 
they live in leaf houses on the banks of the Eastern Canal. 


1, The mode of livtng and, food of the Dhangars, and other aborigines 
in Calcutta, and in their native place ? 

2. Ditto of the hill men who go as coolies to the Mauritius and West Indies. 

Their socia? position and relation to Zemindars on their return, how far 
do they acquire habits of thought and independence, a knowledge of im- 
proved means of cultivation, a taste for a higher order of amusements, and 
& greater pride of personal appearance ? . 

3. Are the Dhangars subject to much disease in Calcutta, from entering 
drains &c. ? 
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4. Do'the Dhangars’ wives and families accompany them to Calcutta 
‘What connexion do they keep up with their native villages P 

5. Thg ceremonies observed by the Sonthals, Dangars, &c. at births, mar- 
riages, funerals? What mode have they of settling their disputes? how far 
do they belief in witchcraft, omens ? ? 


II. 
AGRICULTURE. 


How desirable it would be in this country to see the zemin- 
dar, like the English country gentleman, attending agricultural 
shows—joining with his tenants in the sports of the field, 
administering justice on the bench, sympathising with ‘his 
rayats in their difficulties—having, from an agricultural educa- 
tion, that scientific knowledge of rural husbandry which would 
interest him in the country, and thus enable him to bé indepen- 
dent of the false information of the gomasta. . 


1. How far is the charge true that the Bengal ryot is lazy—if so, is it 
owing to his not having a proper incentive to industry, or to his natural 
disposition P 

2 In what cases have many vyots risen to be peasant proprietors ; what 
effect would such a class have on cultivation as compared with large capital- 
ists? Would the results be similar to those in France where peasant proprie-- 
torship fosters economy, a respect for property, forethought and industry P . 

3. How far are zemindars, absentees /—the causes? remedies ? 

4. To what extent is ataste for gardening spreading among zemindars, 
and educated natives—how could it be more extensively promoted as a morn- 
ing amusement for natives in offices? instances of any natives who have 
devoted much time and money to gardening P 

5. To what extent could public gardens* be established in native towns P 

6. How far would the introduction of the study of agricultural chemis 
and of the elements of Botany in a popular form in Anglo-Vernacular schools 
tend to lessen that gulph which now exists between the educated classes and the 
rural population ? 

7, The practicability of evening classes for teaching the ryots to read+ 

8. How far are the ryots becoming more aware of “the great world beyond 
‘their market town ?” 5 

9. Poverty among the ryots, how pre-disposing to disease? to cheating P 

10. Would an encumbered estate commission, which has worked so well 
in Ireland, be suited for India ? 

11. Is there a strong desire for the possession of land among ryots, 80 a8 
to lead to habits of prudence and economy ? 6 a 

12. Are there many remains of old Jaghires in Bengal ? 





* In the N. W. P. in 1852 10,000 Rupees-were spent by Government in 
endowing public gardens, “The author of Seir Mutakherim” remarked last 
century “a garden, an orchard—being time out of mind as free tg all the world 
all over India as ie a well ora tank, nothing amazes and disgusts the Hindu- 
stanees more when they come to Calcutta than to find so many seats and gar- 
dens all shut up.” 

+ Ihave met with a cate near Baraset of an evening school sttended solely. 
by ryots. In England one per cent. of the rural population attend such schools. 
In France 12 per cent, 
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13. Is the minute sub-division of land according to Hindu law carried 
out much ? what are its effects? — - . 

14. The proportion of landholders to the rest of the population ? 

15. To what extert do the ryots purchase things not produced in their 
own district P ° 

16. Any cases of poor ryots who have risen to be zemindars or to a good, 
gocial position P 

17, Many sub-tenures amounting to ten? 

18. Do many of the rural population emigrate to towns? the effects on 
morals and competition ? ; 

19. To what extent are the zemindars of Bengal rotting in idleness ? its 
causes and remedies P 

20, Are thé ryots as attached to their native villages as formerly ? 

21. Has the naib as much influence as formerly over the zemindar P 

22.. Are zemindars.as litigious as formerly ? 

23. Are the peasantry of Bengal, though wnlettered, not ignorant P 
Give exaniples, illustrations. 

24. Signs of agricultural improvement within the last twenty years as. 
eontrasted’ with manufacturing improvement P 

25. How far is there a growth of a feeling of independence among ryots? 
its causes P : 

26. Are Middlemen on the increase? the evils inflicted by them in rack- 
renting, &c. &c. 

II. 


Asrrotogy anp Wircucrarr. 

Human nature in India, as in Europe, wishes to pry into the 
future, whether the fingers, the chattering of crows, or the 
stars are to be guides ; in India the feeling against witches even 
lately was as strong as in England two centuries ago, thus in 
Mhow between 1800 and 1828, 2,500 witches were put to 
death.* 


1. Charmers for snake bites, their numbers, pay, and how far really 
successful ? the influence of music over snakes P 

2. Are reputed Expellers of Bhuts or Devils many, their influence ? 

3. Various kinds of mantras such as the panch mantra, he. &e.? 

4. Witches, their localities, emoluments, number, how detected, any put 
to death last century in Bengal, the various kinds of witchcraft? 

5. Divination by the hand; its various kinds, books on, is tHe practice 
general ? 

6. Auguries, by what birds? how taken; what is the reliance placed on 
them now P F 

7. Mesmerism or Jhdrdén Mantra, to what extent known to the old 
Hiedus—how practised now*and by whom ? 

8. Sleight of hand tricks, the number and emoluments of its professors 
~instances of common tgicks practised in Bengal ? 

9. Belief in Fairies, Apparitions, illustrations of its extent and in- 
fluence P' much on the.decline ? 

10. Gypsiewor Nathis, their ntmbers, morals, way of making a living ? 
is their inttuence great? language, religion ; ceremonies at marriages, births, 
funerals. 

*11, Casting the evil eye and other incantations. 


** See Asiatic Annual Register, 1801. Asiatic Journal 1823, on trials for witch+ 
craft among Hindus. 7 
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12. Treasure finders,—chief detectors, their numbers, profits? Ditto of 
Fortune tellers, astrologers. 

13. Dreams, various kinds of ? who interpret them, their profits P analysis _ 
of vernacular books that treat of them? : 

14. Omens, Charms, and signs of futurity, various kinds in use? 


IV. 
Bracars anp VAGRANTS. 


The beggar class are not unworthy of consideration—in 
England they are the subject of: various books—who does not 
remember Burns’s poem on the Jolly Beggars, or some of the 
exquisite traits about them in Goldsmith’s and Crabbe’s 
Poems ? 

1. The proportion of beggars from choice or from necessity, or on religi- 
ous grounds P . . 

2. The extent of beggars’ beats ?—more beggars in town or country ? their 
profits—thcir amusements ? 

3. Are beggars much addicted to thieving or other crimes? Do many 
beggars feign blindness, dumbness, lameness or practise other impositions ? 

4. Fakirs or Sanyasis—their habits, beat, profits, impositions,—which are 
worse Hindu or Musulman fakirs? why do they call themselves Padris ? 

5. Mendicant musicians—their number, profits, skill, social position ? 
Ditto of vagrant tradesmen. 
_6. Is not the present indiscriminate charity to beggars the mother of 
idleness P 

7. Where do beggars find shelter in the rains, in illness ? 

8. Are Hindus or Musulmans kinder to beggars ? 

9, Why do most of the mendicant orders choose Ram for their patron ? 

10. Do many beggars flock to towns—the causes—how far is the want of 
peasant proprietorship a cause of beggary ? 


Vv. 
Caxcurra:- 


Calcutta the “ city of palaces and pigsties” requires a sepa- 
rate Sociological niche for itself,—yet how little is really known 
of this colluvies of nations! Purnea furnishes syces,—-Orissa, 
bearers,—Behar, Durwans—Central India, Opium merchants,— 
Kabul, horses and fruit-sellers,—Chittagong, boatmen ;—while 
those semi-Asiatics, the Greeks, supply leading merchants. 

In prosecuting enquiries on the various classes of population, 
the trades and handicrafts in Calcutta and in the large towns 
of Bengal, I would point out as a.model a paper on that sub- 
ject in relation to Bareilly, published in the Koyal Asiatic 
Socicty’s Transactions, 1826, Vol. I. pp. 467-484 showing 
the progress in civilization, and illustrating in reference to dress, 
amusements, food and houses, the peculiar usages, habits ard 
wants of the people. 
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1. The proportion of the adult population bern in Calcutta P * 

2. The grouping of the Calcutta population into classes inhabiting dif- 
ferent localities according to occupation, social grade, birth place or fellow 
countrymen ? . 

3. Jews,t their nembers, wealth and social position in Calcutta P what im- 
pression do they make on Hindus ? their language, how far Indianised ?t 
«4 Parsis in Calcutta, their numbers, social status—are their prejudic® 
decaying—their Panchayats,—observance of New-Year's day, and of the birth 
day of Zoroaster,—ceremonies in honor of the dead—Commercial enterprise,— 
charities —language,—literature,—caste disputes ; when did they first come to 
Calcutta; the condition of their females,—liturgies,—how far do they conform 
to Hindu practices P . 

5. Armenians,§ ditto, their decrease ; any connection kept up with Armenia; 
their colloquial Jangu 

6. Greeks ditto, how far do they adopt English habits and customs—their 
habits as contrasted with English merchants ; any connection kept up with 
Russia or Greece P 

7. Mized classes, many such, as Piralis Se. Se. 

* 8. Young Bengal ; how far he really differs from his countrymen—how 
far is it mere varnish; are his peculiarities on the increase or decrease : are 
there many out of Calcutta? The period when young Bengalism arose ? 

9. Chinese|| in Caloutta ; how far do they retain their country’s mode of 
living? their morals, localities, numbers, language used, employments ? 

10, Seiks ; are there many in Caleutta,—are many able to read the Granth ; 
their occupation ? 4 

Li. Moguls in Calcutta, their numbers ; social position,—many directly of 
Persian or Tartar origin P : 

12, Feringhees, who so called, origin of the word P ~ 

13, Musulmans in Caleutta ; are they very stationary or using in social im- 
portance ; their social morality as contrasted with that of the Hindus 3 are coffee 
shops common among them; ditto gambling ; the number of Arabic, Persian 
schools among them,—their feelings towards Hindus ? many Hajis or Saids 
among them? Do they read the Kudma on Friday in the mosques ? 

14, East Indians.4| Nota fusion of the European and Asiatic as the 
English were of the Norman and Saxon—etfect of intermarriage among 
themselves ; are they dying out? 

15. Sanskrit Toles. Are there more than 100: the highest emoluments. 
in them as contrasted with former days P 

16. Jains, their numbers and social position in Calcutta P 

VW. Afyhans in Calcutta, their language, number,—do they assert their® 
Jewish descent ? 

18. Merchant princes of Calcutta; is the name still applicable ? 

19. Portuguese ; their number,* are they increasing ;—their influence ; 
the language used,—are any of pure origin : ‘are their priests improving—the 
etigct of their example on Windus ? 

20. Accounts of the following classes their numbers, profits, social position,— 
bird sellers, glass-blowers, firework-makers, dyers, shell-workers, smiths, cattle 
doctors, yogis, weavers, divers, butchers, fowlers, bookbinders, druggists, bakers, 


* Half the adult population of London is born in the, Provinces. 
t+ There wera in Calcutta 307 Jews in 1837, 
-{ Alexandrian Jews were hellenised. 

§ 636 Armenians in Caleutta in 1837, 

|| 362 in 1837. 

4 4,746 in 1837, 

“8,181 in 1887, 


a 
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gardeners, dhobis, confectioners, barbers, mehturs, shoemakers, carpenters, 
masons 
21. The origin of the names of the Calcutta streets, notices of the indivi- 
duals, or of the circumstances or particular trades that gcve them those names. 
22. The various cries made in the streets by sellers F 
23, Describe the social condition of the following classes, street sellers, 
eet buyers, street finders, street performers, artists, showmen, street artizans. 
or working pedlars, street laborers. : ~ : 


Vi. ; 
Ceremontes, Rrres. : : 


1. Shraddhas, the ceremonies and expense connected with them now, as 
contrasted: with former times, and in the various castes? Describe the various 
ceremonies as observed by different castes ? 

2. he chief gram Devatas in Bengal; the origin of their worship, the 
mode of conducting it. Are there more than 100P =. 

3. Do Hindus or Musulmans expend more on their ceremonies P 

4. The profits, numbers of those who burn the dead.* z 

5. Is the practice of shaking hands increasing much? Ditto of other 
English customs P 

6. On investiture of the Poita, is it a practice to keep a pigce of iron as 
a charm against bhuts (ghosts); is the party confined for 11 days P 

Are compulsory pujas much practised, such as throwing an image 
at night at a rich man’s door that he may be compelled to perform a puja? 

8. Describe the worship of Sitola, Nag Manasa, Ulauta Devi; the 
Shasti, Dheki, Govardan, and Ganesh Pujas, the origin, extent, expenses, by 
what classes conducted, the temples, festivals connected with? 3 E 

9, Agni Puja and Surjea Puja, to what extent celebrated in former 
times ; with what pomp and expense ? : 

10. The various prayers and gesticulations connected with the ahnik, how 
far observed, and by what classes now P 

11. Parrots how trained to repeat Radka Krishna ? ; 

12. How far are the following practises now generally observed and by what 
classes P First morning prayer to the Guru? the Gangdstak ; 24, Mudrds ; 
prandyam ? Gumukhi, Gaytrijap, Artipancha pradip, Panchagni, Das 
sanskér,—marks of caste or sects in the forebead,—women worshipping the 
dheltt to cure the scurvy and itch. eStats ges 

13. Fasting, how far observed now compared with former days; the 
Ekadasi how kept, and by whom P 

14, Funerals, expense of ; ceremonies at; period of mourning, in differ- 
ent castes women accompany the corpse how far ;- four modes of disposing of 
# corpse. Ceremonies observed now compared with those of former days? 

15. Are lamps often sent floating down a stream as an omen P a 

16. Are thorns often put under the feet of a woman who dies pregnant P 

17, Is there much observance now of Das Sndén, Das Din? =~ a 

18. Describe the ceremonies and among what classes is the worship of 
books, birds, stones, fish practised ? is 

19. Jogi’s suspension of breath, the postures, &. &c. how far kept up now, 
and by what training ? ° * 

20. In the Holi festival, are there less obscene words and figures than 
formerly ? is a castor oil tree planted as a kind of maypole? 

21, ‘Is the Navami generally practised i. e. placing the first fruits of 
grain in harvest at thédoor ? ‘ “. 

* (Rama Murda Farish died twenty-five years ago worth five or six lacs-which 
be gained by burning the dead at Nimtollah). . . 
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22. Chagdd, the reason of its being a city of refuge for outcasts, the 
numbers that resort to it ? other similar places in Bengal. P 5 
23. Was burning a leper alive much practised formerly ? Burying alive 
ditto P . ; 
"24, Human sacrifices were formerly offered up at Kshir near Burdwan, 

at Yogadyea, at Kerilatta near Moorshedabad, to Bali at Brahmanitola near 

-Nadaya, to Manasa, at Chitpore, Kalighat,—any’ instances handed down 
tradition P Z = 
25. How was the charak celebrated formerly ? instances during it of the 
tongue being pierced with a bayonet—snake’s tail put through ? 
26. Birth ceremonies ; such as Jal karan or giving honey at: first seeing a 

“son : naming child 12 days after birth; bringing him out at 3 months’ old ; 

feeding him at 6 months’ old, shaving the head at 3 years old—how far 

. practised and by different castes ? 

27. In marriages are the laganpatrika, tying the garments of parties 
together much used P how do. marriage ceremonies differ according to caste, 
rank, ce. P 


VII. 
Crasszs. 


a The Upper classes, though having good diet, food and clothes, have few 
children. : 
2. Causes tending to create a’ middle class in Bengal ? 
3. Any possibility of approximating the Hindus and Kast Indians, in 
closer mutual sympathy—was the aversion less in former days than now ? 
4, The Portuguese in Caleutta—how many of European origin, their pecu- 
liar customs and mode of life? their influence over natives P their morals apd 
energy as contrasted with those of natives P 
5. The use of a native landed aristocracy as a shield against the despo- 
tism of'a ruler or of a multitude ? 
6. Are there many black Brahmans ; are they of Hindu origin ? : 
7. Duration of life among the upper and lower classes of Hindus, and the 
professional classes particularly, as showing the effect of temperance, mental 
occupation and bodily exercise? . 
+ Are old men very garrulous ? are there many old men in Bengal P 
. Caste how far on the decline, its causes? are the varna sankara or 
mixed castes on the increase? illustrations of the lower castes rising in the 
social scale, the causes ? are the rules for expulsion from caste strictly observed P 


VIII. 
ComMERcE. 


The commercial classes in India have always occupied a con- 
&picuous place, even a Menu’s time they had the purse strings, 
and have -been the least subject to priestly influence ; hence 
the great sects of Jains in Rajputana and Central India, the 
Oswals of Behar, and Vaishnabs of Bengal have most converts 
among thé traders, among’ whom are Marwari merchants and 
Ghosains. It was similarly the case ‘in France among the 
Huguenots, and in the middle ages among the Belgians and 

-Italians, while the municipalities were bufférs in the middle ages 
against feudal oppression. . 
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1. Why do Buniyas in Behar rank with Vaisyas? their education and 
social position in Bengal—many of them sureties—many foreigners among 
them—profits P 

2. Mahajans, how far their exactions extend—are they less now than 
formerly, their numbers, do many rise to a high positior~in native society ? 

3. The native merchant princes of Calcutta,—their rise and social ‘in- 
f£uence. e 

4, To what extent has the decay in ancient Indian articles been compen- 
sated by new sources of trade? 

5. Indigo,* the accounts of itin Hindu books, also of tobacco, sugar, cotton. 

6. The influences of foreign trade on the dress, food, habits, opinions, of 
Bengalis? 

. 7. How far are merchants likely to form a quasi aristocracy ? 
"8. The effect of commercial legislature on commercial morality in this 
country as shown in the Small Cause and Insolvent CourtsP 

9. Merchants, how far liable to the charge of ostentation, avarice, vulga- 
rity P how far do they rise into a higher grade, their conduct in it ? 

10, Skroffs, their number, emoluments, social position ? . : 

11. Causes of the decreasing social intercourse between European and* 

- natives—remedies. : 


Ix. 
CoNVERSATION AND SOCIAL INTERCOURSE. 


Conversation, or the “ feast of reason and the flow of soul,” 
is popular with the Bengali even more than with the European. 


rf The subjects of conversation 20 years ugo as contrasted with the pre- 
seflt. 
2. The subjects of conversation common to the educated and uneducated 
classes. 
3, Jesters how far employed, their numbers and emoluments—is jesting 
much used P illustrations of it ? 
4, Are Riddles much used ?—a collection of them a desideratum, 
5. The favorite times for conversation; how different from the English? 
6. Do any classes converse on subjects not relating to their daily life and 
occupations, . 
7. Vaishnabs’ or Saktas’ conversation—how they differ in subject and 
moral tone P San teat 
- 8. Is there much discussion in Hindoo society—on what topics? is it 
angry at times P 
9. The effect on conversation of the absence of Female society ? 
10. Topics in the zenana, among educated, uneducated? among country 
or town people? 
11. Among what classes are Ghost stories foost, common,—mention 
. twelve specimens ofthe different kinds. 3 


Xx. “ 
CRIMINAL, OR DANGEROUS, CLASSES. ; 
All honor to Howard, Mrs. Fry and others,“who gave 
their time to this subject, and to the talent in India that has 
been enlisted on criminal statistics, but the feeling many 


* In the Pancha Tantra a work 12 centuries old at least, we have an account of” 
a jackal who tumbled into au Indigo vat. 
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have on entering a ja#l is—a large amount of public money and 
official skill has been employed very properly in jail adminis- 
tration ; but what is done to prevent prisoners entering jail?— 
The rural populgtion are consigned to 60,000 Guru Mahasays 
to teach them stealing and obscenity—is it surprising that 
-they matriculate in the jail and receive their degree in the arf& 
of thieving at the gallows or at Singapore—the ryot out of jail 
feels that weré he a criminal, he would have better food, lodging 
and clothes than he has as an honest man—hence the name he 
‘gives it, our father-in-law’s house.* 


“1, How can a system of education be extended adapted to the cireum- 
stances of those who form the raw materials of the dangerous and criminal 
classes the effect of teaching prisoners agriculture, 

2. How far is poverty the parent of crime in Bengal? “Do. oppression ? 
Do. the Guru Mahashay system ? 

3. Jails, how far objects of terror and shame to natives? in what districts 
is the name “ our father-in-law’s house” given to the jail? are re-committals 
frequent or no? Are Reformatories for juvenile criminals desirable? : 

4. Is the thannak looked upon as a school where old offenders teach 
young ones crime P 

5. Receivers of stolen goods ; any approximate estimate of their number 
and profits? : 

6. Has the punishment of death much effect in lessening capital offences ? 

ae proportion that can read and write intelligibly in the different 
jails Pt 
ry 1s infanticide common among the poor Pf Ditto incest, 

9. Is perjury or forgery on the increase ? 

10. River Thagi common? Ditto professional poisoners ? Ditto Fortune? 

lL. The influence of age and sex on crime ? 

12. Crime in different districts, and in various castes particularly as relates 
to Hindus and Muhammadans, how it differs in number, variety ? 

13. Is there more crime in town or in the country ? 

14, The deaf and dumb, many ; how do they support themselves ? 

15. Juvenile delinquents ; their number, offences ? 

16. Has the autobiography of a'thief ever been written? = 

17. Is Wilson’s remark oorrect “in the great towns of India the profligacy 
bears no comparison to that of London or Paris ?” 


Xi. 
Dezsatine Societies. 


« Debating Societies or Literary Clubs have sprung up in 
shoals both in Calcutta and the Mofussil within the last twelve 


* In the report of. fopular education in Liverpool, read by the Rev. J. How- 
son ut the Social Scienca Conference, 1858, it is stated: “The system is working 
upwards, it has a tendency to aid,in educating children, whose parents are really 
in the receipt®of a very good income, while it leaves behind large numbers of those 
who are in the utmost poverty and great danger of falling into criminal habits.” 

t In Liverpool it was ascertained lately that out of 19,386 persons appre- 
hended in nine months, only 3 per cont. could.read om write well enough for any 
available. purpose, 7 


t Ibis so in the manufacturing districts of England, and among the Rajpoots, 
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years ; they are nuclei for educated young men, and are con- 
genial to the oriental habit which loves dals: we need a kind, 
however, like the Young Men’s Associations of England, in 
which not only are lectures delivered or essays read, but night 
classes are formed for improvement in literature and science. 


°1, The number and duration of Debating Societies in Calcutta during the~ 
last twenty years, the subjects discussed and social status of the members. 

2. Ditto ditto ditto in the. Mofussil. ' 

3. In what respects are they improving as to the choice of subjects and 
the mode of conducting the meetings ? 

4. What social influence do they exercise in the family or on others P 

5. A history of the Dharma Sabha, its leaders, quarrels P 

6. Of the Brahma Sabha, ditto ditto? 

7. Account of any other meetings among Hindus ? 


xi. 
Diseasszs. e 


1. The social and moral causes of insanity among natives P Among what 

castes more cases P 
Are Albinos numerous P 

3., What nervous diseases are regarded as being from a dbhut, requiring 
mantras P 

4. Nakra—Inoculation for small pox—Leprosy, mode of treatment in 
ancient and modern times ;. how they differ P are lepers treated kindly ? 

5. Hindu Physicians, their remedies for eye diseases ? 

6. Are diseases from dissipation among Young Bengal on the increase ? 

7. What discases indicate the social condition of a people, such as those of 
the eye, brain P 

8. Hospitals, by what castes most attended. Brahmans, Khaistas, Musul- 
mans—from what localities ? 

9. The relative mortality and vitality of each sex, and of the leading castes 
in Bengal. 
10. es the duration of life in inverse ratio to fecundity ? 
11. The influence of employments on health in Bengal, how shewn P 
12. Various remedies for snake bites ? 
13. Native medicines in what estimation held by educated natives ? 
14. Is mortality in pertwrition on the increase ? 


XUII. 
Doctors—Aa REMEDY FOR THE Evi. 

The kabiraj or indigenous doctor is sf inwrought into. the 
structure of native society and has been the cause of such 
an enormous number of legalised homicides that, is well 
deserving consideration. The Bengali class of the Medical 
College is, as it gradually developés, lessening this evil ; but 
still it isa fearful one. Dr. Wise has written ably on this 
class and on Hindu medicine. 


1. Kabirajis whether are Hindus or Musulman ones more numerous 
or more skilful—their castes, their pay now and in former days ? 


SOCIOLOGICAL QUESTIONS. 17 


2. Inoculators, more H@adus or Musulmans—the incantations used—their 
invocations of Sitola—their fees—caste, mode of treatment. 

3. Vaidyas, their chief localities in Bengal, the proportion that can read 

“Sanskrit, their pay and social position—an account of the Atai Vaidyas, 

Dehatu Vaidyas, Ch®si Vaidyas, Haturya Vaidyas. 

4, Midwives, Cuppers, Leech sellers, their skill, pay, numbers. 
. 5. English educated doctors, is their social position and pay increasing ? 

6. Ditto Bengali educated. 3 


XIV. 
Domestic. 


Home has well been styled the “seed vessel of society, 
where the next generation must germinate.” 

1. Is hospitality as much practised now as formerly? and with as rigid 
a regard to caste P 

2. The mutual influences of Aome on educated natives as respects wives 
and daughters P 

3. The family tie very strong among Hindus—illustrate by examples. 


XV. 
Dramas, JATTRAS. 


The Sanskrit Drama as translated by Dr. Wilson, presents 
arich harvest of information as to the social condition of the 
Indian aristocracy, females and Pandits eighteen centuries agd. 
Inthe Sarada tilaka of the 12th century, we have sketches of 
the various classes of females, and of the Jogis, Buddhists, snake- 
catchers, Pandits; the Mriganlekhé treats of the kings of 
Kalinga and Assam—as the Ramayan does of society 2,500 
years ago. Nor have the last ten years been barren in the 
department of dramatic Vernacular Literature—as the many 
Bengali dramas on the subjects of “ Kulinism,” “ Widow re--- 
marriage,” é&c. show. = 

1. Account of the bLaurs-or professional jesters. . 

2. A list of the various jdtras, their authors, subjects, influence. 

3. Ditto Rdsas. 

4. An analysis of the Vernacular dramas written the last twenty years. 


XVI. 
Drzss. 


A suitable dress for females, decent, yet national, is a desi- 
deratum, some Hindu femalgs have adopted the English dress, 
but they lok exactly like Portuguese Ayahs, or the black 
dolls that hang in London over pawn-brokers’ shops,—why 
should this be ?— the séri, it is true, is not-suf§cient, but in Bahar 
we find the petticoat (lohanga) and boddice (kurta) has been 
introduced from the west of India, and more than one-fourth of 
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the Bahar women havetadopted it, some ¢f the Rajput women 
in Bahar use long-drawers like the Musulman ladies. 

The males are better off as to dress, but in their disuse of 
the turban, substituting for it a cap, they benefit only the 

e doctors, as furnishing them with more patients, and 
spectacle makers, as the eyes having no shade like what the. 
turban gives, become weak; such has been the casé in Egypt, 
since the Turkish Fez has been introduced. 


1, Is the Musulman dress superior in any points to the Hindu ? 

2. Was the needle totally unknown to the Hindus ? is there any Hindu 
word to express sewing with it.* 

3. Do any Hindus now object to garments made by a Moslem needle ? 

5. Were there any tailors in ancient times among the Hindus P 

5. Do Hindu females wash their linen often—is soap coming into use 
among them P 

6, Willa Hindu drink water out of a girl’s hands, unless she is first 
tattooed on the arms and breast P 

7. Would the wearing of beards be useful for Hindus ? 

8. Should Hindus take off their shoes in an European house, or their 
turbans on entering a place of worship ? ‘ 


XVII. 
DrInkInG HABITS. 


«In Menu’s days liquors were allowed, and ancient Hindu 
history gives many a curious revelation on this point. 


1. Are drinking habits more prevalent among the Hindus or among 
Musulmans ? how 30 years ago compared with the present time ? 

2. Are Hindus quarrelsome in their cups? 

3. Is smoking Ganja, Charus, or ium more destructive ;—which is 
more common? Do Hindu females smoke much? When was smoking intro- 
duced? Ditto snuffing. 

4, How far is the increase of drinking owing to domestic discomfort ? 

5. How far do crimes, attended with violence, arise from intorication, 
how far insanity ? 

6. Thevetfect of intemperance in producing pauperism ? 

7. Connection between increased abkari shops and crime? 

8. Is drinking brandy a frequent practice with Young Bengal ? 


XVIII. ce 

EDUCATION, IN ITS SOCIAL BEARING. 

The bearing of the School system in its social influence is 
an important subject, thus the competitive system which treats 
boys as race horses, trains them’ not for generat use, but to 
run for particular prizes, promoting cramming, and mere book- 
knowledge ; another serious evil is whether it will not lead to 
the neglect of the mass of the boys ina school, as the Masters, 


* Sui properly means passing the shuttle in the act of weaving. 


SOCIOLOGICAL QUESTIONS. . 19 


by attending to a few well, will draw more praise than by a 
regard to the merits of the mass. 

There is ‘a tendency like the man in the fable, who cried out 
nothing like leatger, to regard education as the Panacea against 
all evils. Lord Brougham describes such persons as being like 
those who would trust to the effects of diet and regimen whd& 
the plague is raging. The masses are the basis of the social 
pyramid, without their being secure, the apex has no stability ; 
brute force and the black cap are at best but temporary ex- 
pedients. There is great truth in what Dr. Arnold remarked, 
“ Education is wanted to improve the physical condition of the 
people: and yet their physical condition must be improved, before 
they can be susceptible of education.” 


1. How far are improved habits of cleanliness, order, punctuality, truth- 
fulness, an improved standard of dress and living, a development. of character 
promoted by Anglo- Vernacular Schools ? 

2, Ditto by Guru Mahashay Schools? 

3._ The action of Anglo-Vernacular and Guru Mahashay Schools on the 
family circle ? 

4. Any social evils arising from the training adopted for native girls in 
Mision Jena schools? The remedy. 

5. How far are the following remarks, made in England, applicable to this 
country ? 

ad There is a practical standard in the minds of the people, beyond which the 
education of the masses cannot be carried. If Government raise the standard, 
people diminish the time of children’s attendance.” 

. The social importance of teaching in all schools, the doctrines of. ‘political 
economy on labour, capital, wages, :interchange, money,—as also agricul- _ 
tural chemistry. vs 

7. Mental ignorance, how far productive of moral depravity ?* 

8. How far do social discomforts fret and enfeeble the masses, and render 
them unfit for higher thoughts ? : 

9. Is intemperance greater in proportion among the educated or unedu- 
eated classes ? 

10. How far is the following statement, made by an educated native, cor- 
rect P 3 

“ Natives educated in the Government Colleges, do not often fulfil the hope 
inspired by their academic career, they do not follow up their studies, they 
unlearn what they have learnt, sink in the mass with all the enervating: 
environments of Indian life—the hookah and the zenana did their sure work.” 

11. The social condition of the masses renders a grant-in-aid system as 
inapplicable, as would be ®voluntary system at the time of plague and pesti- 

lence 

12. How far does gchool education mould the social institutions of the 
country and how far is it moulded by them ? 

13. The social importance of schools of Industrial art ? 

14. DittoeDitto Agricultural*schools ? : 

15. The tolas (or Sanskrit Colleges)—the social causes leading to their 
decline. Any improvement in the subjects taught, or the mode of teaching. 
What great teachers are there now ? ‘ : 

* Dr. Monat’s returns show that out of 73,000 criminals in the Bengal and 
Behar jails lasteyear, 93 per cent. are utterly ignorant of reading and writing, 
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16. The probable refiex influence of requiring knowledge of reading and 
writing from all classes, as a qualification for office P 
17. The probable influence of the university examination in giving a 
preponderance to cramming and memory work, and the neglect of the power 
of observation. iy 
18. Is it desirable that up to 6 years of age girls should be taught 
tith boys.* 
19. How far are the Guru Mahashays as a class, guilty of the charges 
. of teaching their pupils theft, lying, and ‘of inflicting severe punishments ? 
What has been the occupation of their fathers generally ? 
20. A list of Vernacular authors and able teachers produced by the 
Calcutta Sanskrit Colleges ? Ditto by the Nudiya? 


XIX. 
FEMALES. 


1. How far are the following remarks on Hindu females correct in different 
localities ““ Ministers to the capricious sensuality of their arrogant lords. The 
feeling of natural affection is comparatively weak—held under the jealousy 
of restraint, become callous to all finer sensibilities ?” “Cases of erim. con. ver: 
seldom occur in respectable Hindu families.” “The life of a Hindu widow is 
wretched in the highest degree.” 

2. To what extent can natch girls read P their influence as compared ‘with 
former days ? 

-B. Do Hindu females often hear religious or other books read to them Pf 

4, Mention female authors of past and present times. ; 

5. 7 the practice of females blackening their teeth and eyes, of Moslem 
origin . 

. Are the angia, kurti, pyjamahks much in use P 

7. At what age are females considered old women—what is their influ- 
ence and conduct then ? 

8. Are Musulman: females less luxurious and eztravagant than Hindu 
ones P 

9. What are the recreations of females—Is kite flying such P 

10. Are Hindu and Musulman females fond of embroidering and of 
flowers ? ? 

11. Are quarrels numerous among females, are they very jealous P 

12. Do females become really old at thirty P 

13. What is the knowledge females acquire independent of books ? 

14, How far do females win and retain their husband's affections ? 

15. What is the average time men remain widowers ? 

16 How far practically is a system of austerity carried out with regard 
to widows ? what means of support have they generally ? 

17. If a woman washes off paint from her forehead, is it considered a 
sign of her wishing her husband’s death ? . 

18. What has been the working of the act for the remarriage of Hindu 
widows—what are the probabilities of its working the remarriage of respect- 
able widows ? 


* In Kabul the custom.is for boys and girls from 5 to 12 years of age to at- 
tend the same school. 

+ In Kabul many of the females are better acquainted with religious books 
than the males. 7 
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XX. 
FEstivats. 


Festivals for religious or commemorative purposes have ay 
ways exercised great influence on social life, whether we look 
to the national games and assemblages of ancient Greeks, to 
the middle ages in Europe or even to recent times in England 
and France. | Who can forget Washington Irving’s vivid pic- 
ture of Christmas and merry England in the olden time? But 
among the Hindus they have been pre-eminently influential as 
being interwoven so closely into the religion of this country. 
All the mighty minds of India in former days saw what a 
great effect they produce on all classes.: hence Vaishnabs and 
Saktas alike, though differing in other points widely, have 
agreed in patronising them. 


1. The classes of society that do not attend festivals now, but did once 
—why have they discontinued 2 

2. The influence of festivals on the fumily relation particularly on 
women and children ? 

3, Any change and improvements in the mode of conducting festivals ? 

4, How far are festivals become more occasions of trade or amusement 
than formerly ? . s 

What festivals have become inore popular than others the causes P 

6. How far is the observance of festivals on the decline ? 

7. Is there much ‘sale of Bengali books or of European articles at 
festivals ? 

8. Are festivals good times for holding religious diseussions, such as are 
practised by Missionaries ? 

9. ithe Influence of festivals in bringing the male and female sexes more 
together. 

“0. The various customs, ceremonies, connected with the first day of new . 

ear P 
: li. How far festivals such as the Holi contribute to idleness and dissi- 
pation P . ° be 

12. Any observance like April fool or the Maypole in the Holi? 

13. Mention Obsolete festivals, and new ones, such as the Sagadatri ? 

14. Barwari puja, how far observed now, and by whom; its origin ? 
Ditto the Nay panchami in Bengal. 

215. An accurate description of the Hindu fasts and of the festivals? of 
their origin, the significance of their peculiar ceremonies, how observed by 
different. castes P iz 

16. Ditto of the Musulman. 

17, Sunday, how spent-by different classes of natives ? 

18. On Mgkar Sankranti tik seeds eaten after dinner ? the sun the only 
deity worshipped why ? 

19. Is Holi a kind of All fools’ day ? ; 

20. Describe the following practices on Gadi padva, nim leaves chewed, 
puja paid to an Almanac—on the Ram Nabami, on & recitation of Ramayun ? 
Narujal Purnima, cocoanuts thrown into the sea. On Dewdli puja to books, 

21. What festivals observed only by particular castes or by women only P 
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XX. 
FIsHERMEN AND BoaTMEN. | 


1. What oats in the river are not ofa build of indigenous origin P 

2. The castes that almost exclusively furnish boatmen,—why chiefly from 
Chittagong or Furridpore ? 

3. ‘The morals of boatmen when separated from their families ? 

4, In what respects are boatmen equal to sailors P : 

5. The peculiarities of the boatmen’s language; is it the same as the 
Musuhnan-Bengali; a collection of the songs they sing when rowing P 

6. Why few ZZindus are boatmen ? ae 

7, The number of doatmen in Calcutta, are they on the increase or 
decrease; the causes ? 

8. English saélurs how victimised on landing by natives in punch-houses 
and by crimps ? 

9, “The various classes of fishermen, their profits now and formerly ? 


XXII. 
Foop. 


The nature of food has much to do with bodily and mental 
vigour, although different nations in this point have their 
respective tastes ; a Frenchman will eat a rat or a frog or 
horse with a gout, that will make an Englishman almost vomit. 
Tae Englishman in like manner dislikes the oceans of ghi and 
quantities of high seasoning that enter into a Bengali’s cuisine, 
while on the other hand the Bengali shudders at a calf being an 
object of mastication. 

1. The different kinds of ewrries, their use, expense of preparation, and 
how far their high seasoning is conducive to health ? 

2. pon does the diet of Hindus save from certain diseases, but promote 
others ; 

3. a effect of a vegetable diet on certain mental qualities such as 
courag 
~ 4. "Tea drinking, how far is it becoming popular ? 

5. ay isa fish diet confined to Bengal not used by up-country Brah- 
mans - 

6. Is adulteration of food common ; illustrations with its evils P 

7. Ilustrate the following statement “ the fare on which a Sonthal, a Cole 
and a Garrow will thrive is utterly unsuited to the Bengali, the Assamese, 
and the Mugh.” 


XXIII. 


Hovsss.* : = 


The dwellings of the poor and working classes have occu- 
pied much of the attention of philanthropists in England, they 
ought to do so here, for, as to floors, walls, windows, they are 
cloacly connected with auestions of health and decency. 
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1. How far are the present native houses so built. as to conduce to inde- 
cency, vice, quarrels, drunkenness, filth, ventilation ?* 

2. Is the boitakhkana of Hindu origin P+ 

3. How far is the use of chairs preterable to the Asan ? 

4. How can the fellowing defects in tiled houses be remedied : exposure 
to wind and rain, cold in winter, hot in summer? 

5. Mud huts, means to secure them against snake holes ? 

6. Is the building of suburban houses tor workmen in large towns desir- 
able P 

7. Is the northern side of a house invariably the Thakur khana? 


XXIV. 
Keranis, 


The Kerani system is so much the child of the English trade 
and Government, that it demands special attention. One thing 
is clear, that as certain as English education has been Hmited ° 
as respects caste to Brahmans and Khaistas almost exclusively, 
so have the chief occupations of its alumnibeen those of keranis or 
copyists—an effectual way to turn an educated youth into a mere 
machine, and to render hin simply an imitator or a copyer—as he 
is a copyist. Happily the introduction of iron copying machines 
will reduce in various cases the demand for machines of flesh. It 
is true inthe N. W. P. from Katamandu to Mhow the Bengali is 
the Englishman’s right hand—in what ?—as a machine for copy- 
ing, as a sort of looking glass to reflect his views withdut 
having any views of his own. I trust this taint on the Bengali 
may soon cease. A writer on Indian history remarks on the 
kerani in his work “ ‘The eye seemed to communicate directly 
with the hand: there was no intervention of the brain. The 
intelligence of the well tutored boy was seldom carried into 
the practicalities of actual life.” 

1, The total number of keranis employed in the different offices in Cal- 
cutta; -the average amount of their salaries ? 

2. The occupation of keranis’ leisure hours; how far does the, business of 
their offices afford material for conversation in their leisure hours P 

3. Do keranis keep up reading habits—if not, why ? 

4. Does not their knowledge of English acquired at: School decline owing 


to the want of practice, just as an Englishman’s knowledge of French 
would away from France 4, 


* Tallude here to an evil felt in England as highly demoralising, viz. a single 
sleeping room for partieg of different sexes and relatious. The Santals, semi- 
civilized though they be, are in this respect ahead of Bengalis; buys and girls 
arrived at the age of puberty, have to sleep separate away from their parents 
in a particulag part of the villages a, 

+ Hamilton Buchanan states Vol. II. p. 697, “Its name is moslem and that a 
place of receiving company was introduced, when the example or command of 
these haughty conquerors rendered it necessary to secrete the women ; this prac- 
tice is uot common in the south of India where the manners of the Hindus are 
less altered; the sols made of wood, the carpets, and quilts seem to have been 
introduced by the Muhammadans.” See (Kirdt Arjunys), 
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How far do keranis read the new class of bocks in Bengali literature? 
Are keranis chiefly of the khaista caste? 

%. Banians, their past and present influence over Europeans, their profits ? 


a 


XXV. 
Lawauace. 


1, What is the source of that part of the Bengali language which is not 
of Sanskrit origin ? has it, like the languages of South India, an affinity with 
the Tartarian dialects spoken in Central Asia ?# 

2. The dialects in Bengal how far mere divergencies of pronunciation 
and spelling, similar to the English and Italian dialects—their extent and 
causes are they on the increase or decrease ? 

3. How far is Urdu declining in Bengal, as a colloquial and written 
language—the causes ? 

4, What influence is likely to be produced on the Bengali language by 
increased intercourse with Central India and the North West ? 

5. What language is likely to supplant the Santal, is it the Bengali, 
Hindi or Urdu? Ditto as regards the Asamese ? 

6. What effect on the structure of Bengali is likely to be produced by 
English educated natives ? 

? What idioms in Bengali are most striking in contrast: with those of 
the English and Urdn languages ? 

- 8. ae language used at Gour, had it a closer affinity to Hind{ than to 
jengali P 

oe What old Bengali MSS. exist among private families P+ 

20. Is the Musulman-Bengali used chielly by persons who cannot read 
or write the Bengali, increasing as a dialect ? 

lL. The influence of Persian in Bengal past and present P 

12. The boundaries of the Bengali language in the Midnapur district 
bordering on Uriya and in the Birbhum on Hindi. 

13. The Bengali language as in its progress illustrating the varying 
features of national character, habits, pursuits, social and mental develop- 
ment.f 

14.” Are the educated Bengalis so different from Italians, Poles or Hun- * 
garians,—as to have no patriotic feeling in favour of their language P 

15. Words in Bengali having affinities with any Tartar or Aboriginal 
language? _ 

16. *efllustrations of the language of Flowers as used by Musulmans and 
Hindus ? : 

17. A list of those Bengali words not derived from Sanskrit or Persian 
their probable origin ? n 

18. Names of' places, persons or things in Bengali throwing any light on 
the origin and affinities of the Bengali race? 

19. Cant language used by particular classes, as the Thugs did in the 
Agra Presidency. = 


* Caldwell’s Dravidian grammar affords many valuable hints. ~ 

¥ Research in other quarters ought to encourage it here, thus we find that 
the Pashtu until lately cousidered @ colloquial dialect had MS. as early as 1417, 
A. D., as Captain Raverty shows. 

t Language has well beon called a map of the manners and science of the 
people who speak it, thus the term for a widow Vidhava showed that all widows 
were not burnt, so pati, a lord, the term for husband. 
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XXVI. 
- Law anp Soctat Srarz. 


The laws of a people have a very important bearing on their 
social development ; hence jurisprudence hasgavell been defin® 
ed, “the law of humanity in society.” The subject of juris- 

. prudence from its bearings on Sociology was taken up at the Li- 
verpool meeting of the Social Science Association. 


1. How far is the new Penal Code, as contrasted with the Regulations, 
likely to affect: the social condition of the people and mould their character; 
and how far is the social vondition of the people likely to modify the working 
of this Code ? 

2. How far has the Punchayat system tended to raise the character ‘of 
the people—would the English Jury system be more efficient. in this respect P 

3. The Income Taa, its probable Searings on the physical, social, and 
moral condition of the people? 

4, Menv’s, laws how far ditto. 

5. The probable effect of making English the language of the Court in 
increasing the social gulph between the English Judge and the masses P 
and in leaving the judge and the people at the mercy of the interpreter P 
: 4%, The etiect on society of the Hindu law of intestate property, 

. 8. Which is more favorable to the creation of a middle cluss and the 
elevation of the masses, a zemindary, a village or a ryotwary system P 

9. How would a law of primogeniture act in this country ? 

10. Ditto a law like the French law of equal sub-division ? ‘ . 

11, In what respects is the social condition of the people different now 
from what it was in the Vedie time—in Menu's—in Ram’s time—in 
Kalidas’s time—in the Musulman time ? 

12. How far has law in India been the offspring, how far the parent of 
public opinion ? : 

13. The working of the Small Cause Court of Calcutta as effects its 
chenking on increasing a love for litigation and promoting a regard to truth in 

ealin 
*.14, ee far have native Educational endowments made the Pandits 
indolent by making them independent of their Scholars P 

15, The value of village Municipal institutions in preparing a people for 
self-government ? . ‘ 

16. The importance of Zawyers in India having a training not only in 
law books, but also in the social condition of the people ? 


XXVIII. 
Marriages. 


1. Illustrations of the effects of early marriage physically, mentally, 
socially P 

2, The causes and consequences of the expense of marriage ceremonies P 

3. Pins fartlo marriage ceremonies vary according to caste, social posi- 
tion, &e. : 

4. What practices in the marriage ceremonics as to length, expense, rites, 
ought to be discountenanced, what to be continued? « 

5. Does early marriage in India tend to check vice? , 

6. Is there a marriage in practice among the Hindus corresponding to 
the Muhammadun nikka ? ; . 
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7. How far do marriages take place at a laté! period among educated 
natives—the effects P 
8. Are Ghataks many, their fees,—any ghatak registries extant from Bul- 
Jal Sen's time or three centuries ago ? : 
9, The expense of marriage among the various castes or classes ; are they 
an the increase or the decrease ? 
: XXVIII. 


MisceLLangous. * 

1. The different modes of calculating time used in Bengal, such as by 
sand, water, the sun, the stars P 

2.’ Is the Punchayat much practised now? was it ever in Bengal as 
much a part of the village system as in Central India ? 

3. The practicability and advantage of Mofussil savings and loan Banks 
for the middle classes in the Mofussil, to promote provident habits and to 
yescue them from the Mahajans P* 

4. Is the cycle theory for nations of weakness, vigour, maturity, decay, 

- inapplicable to India ? 

6. The emigration to the Mauritius and W. Indies in its effects on the 
social condition of the emigrants and their families; on the parties them- 
selves on their return—are many remittances from emigrants made to their 
families ? 

6. To what type of the Ewropean character are the Bengalis likely to 
eppeosinete the English or German, French or Italian P 

. Are not merely English institutions as little adapted for India as they 
would be to France? 

8. Oriental writing letters, their various ornaments, superscriptions and 
envelopes ? 

“9. Have cases been known in modern times of the punishment being 
enforced to cut off a Hindu’s tika (top knot), put lime on one side of his 
face and ink on the other side, and lead him, about on an ass P 

10. Names, any change desirable in Hindu names ; the various modes of 
giving them ? are all expressive P are they ever changed ? how many names 
are there of men and of women P 

11. Salutations, any change in the form of, in operation ? 

12, Are large towns in Bengal more favourable to morals than the coun- 
try P * 

3, Bazars, their the profits to the proprietors, changes in them within 
the last 20 years. a 
1 14 Are many new Hindu temples being built, where and at what cost P 
15. Spitting, why practised so much by Hindus ? 
16. The history of the rise of the o/d families in Calcutta} 
17. What are ihe subjects of the Bengali xational pride? 
18. Various forms of oaths among different castes ; which are considered 
specially binding P 

19. “Are dwarfs numerous? 

20. Bankrupts were formerly compelled to sit bare-headed before a blaz- 

ing lamp, how long since was that practised ? © 

* In Birmingham in 1856, 84,000 accounts were opened for one penny and 

upwards; £4,500 being paidin. Through Pr. Chalmers influence penny banks 
were established : fifty years ago. Dr. Duncan established in Stotland Savings 
Banks for deposits of a shilling and upwuras, and thirty-two millions sterling 
have been deposited by 1,340,000 contributors. 

+ When I was in Englund 14 years ago, the late Professor Wilson directed 

my attention to this subject as one of great interest ; but only a native can write 
oun it. 


© « 
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21. Why do Hindus efint by 4? does it relate to time such as 4 weeks, 
12 hours P 

22. To what extent is the rise of prices leading, among ryots and the 
working classes, to independence of feeling and action, to a desire for edu- 
cation and to increasd domestic comfort ? 

23. Is dustwri in vogue in the same proportion among natives as amon, 
Europeans—was it in vogue in the Mogul time and at different rates accordin? 
to occupation ? , - 

24. “Fixed prices for articles, is it in any department of Hindu trade? 

25. Is there much competition among Hindus? Is the cheap and nasty 
system much practised ? 

26. Does population increase more in fown or in the country ? 

27. Longevity, how. it varies in different districts-—in various employ- 
menis ? : 

28. Have variety of soils in Bengal any influence on the character of the 
people, thus low and marshy coasts are said to Bive a sordid, degraded class? 

29. How far is there real tenderness to animals in Bengal? Any place - 
of refuge for lost or starving ones, or.old ones ? 

30. Is suicide common in Bengal, among what classes, the kind, causes ; 
is it on the increase ? : 

31. Different kinds of ordeal now among the Hindus the balance, fire, 
water, poison, chewing rice, boilin, oil, red hot iron ?# 

32, Twelve instances of English misunderstanding of native practices, 
ditto of natives mistaking English. 

33. When did the fashion begin of calling the natives niggers ? : 

34, Refute the statement that natives have neither a word for gratitude in 
their language nor a sense of it towards Europeans... 

36, e advisability of introducing fountains and Turkish baths P 


XXIX, 


Mosurmans. 


Nor should this class of men who live among the Hindus, but 
are not of them be overlooked—the Musulmans now even in 
Europe are objects of much interest to various nations, and 
in Europe in the middle ages they left undying memorials of. 
their knowledge and progress. is the-arts and social life. ‘The 
Musulmans in Bengal read Bengali. “ . 

J.” In what localities are these Musulmans in Bengal of Patan or 
Mogul descent? in what districts have Hindus become proselytes—to Mu- 
hammadanism—how far by conviction, how far by compulsion or from other 
causes P 

2. To what extent do the Musulmans differ in their social life, hospitality, 
kfhdness to the poor, amustments, manners and customs, from the Hindus P 
do they practise polygamy or sensuality to a greater extent P 

3. The number, edusation, emoluments and influence of Kajis and Mul- 
Zas in various localities ? 

4. To what extent have the Musulmans in Bengal and Bengalis mutu- 
ally adopted e&ch others religious‘and social practices P+ ‘ 


* The trial by ordeal has been handed down in India from ancient times ; it 
was prevalent in Europe in the middle ages.—See Asiatic Researches, Vol, I. 

+ In Purnea, Hindus contribute to the expense of the Mohurrum 3 while caste 
has Uwvoughout Bengal obtained a complete ascendancy over the Moslems, 
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5. How far has the restlence and influence of Musulmans affected Hindu 
superstitions, as also indecent and cruel practices ? 

6. Is not the following Hindu practice of Musulman origin—writing with 
the pen instead of the style? give other instances. . 

7. How far has the strictness of Hindu caste anf the easy terms on 
hich Musulmans received converts, contributed to Moslem proselytism ? 

8. Is Muhammadanism on the increase ; how has it gained so many con- 
verts from the ryot class? ~ 

9. Are the following sects of Fakirs in lower Bengal, Benawas, Takyah- 
dars, Jalalis, Madari ? 

10. Murids—many ? their conduct? 

11. Ditto Hajis or pilgrims ; many go to Mecca from Bengal ? by what 
route? do women often proceed ? the effect on them when they return ? 

12. What line of rade, profession or art, are Musulmans taking to? 

13. What are the descendants of the Moslem gentvy doing; do they 
apply to trade or to Government employ ; their influence? 

14, The number and endowments of Pirsthans ; Durgahs, many offer- 
ings made. 

15. How far is Sufeyism spreading, and among what classes? secret 
meetings among them: much ascetism,—their text books—has the Vedantie 
system influenced it ? 

16. How far are the Ferazis an offsheot of the Wahabees, are they spread- 
ing beyond Furridepore, are their influence and numbers on the increase? 

ar. Is the Ramzan observed as strictly now as formerly; if not, in 
what particulars? 

18. Do the Ferazis practise widow re-marriage; what Musulman cere- 
monies do they reject—is any connection kept up by them with Arabia ? 
19. The difference between Hindu and Musulman funerals, birth days, 
marriages, as to the number of ceremonies, expense ? 

20. How far was the persecution, by Musuimans in former days of 
Hindus in conferring office and landed property on converts only—as regards 
evidence in Courts—bringing children up for proselytism ? 

21. Are Saids numerous in Bengal what estimation are they held in ? 

22. Musulman burial grounds, describe the various monuments erected, 
the state in which they are kept ? 

23. In the marriage ceremony of sitting in state—cagrying and applying 
turmeric—measuring for wedding garments kept up ? 

24. Kodali marna at the Mohwrum, Kadami.rasal; Mui Mobarak 

_ where exhibited ? 

25, Is'the singing by Dervishes much practised ? 

26. Any practical checks to frequent divorce ? 

27. Circumcision, the ceremonies and expense attending it in different 
classes? 

28. Musket fired at birth of a male child? 

29, Hindus or Musulmans, which greater believers in witches, ghosts ?, 

_ 80. The numbers, profits and social position of the Arab seamen and 
Moguls who come to Calcutta for trade P 

81. Anecdotes or MSS. illustrating the past, present social condition of 
the Musulman in Calcutta, Dacca, Hughly, Murshedabad, Pandna ? 

32. Drinking habits on the increase. + - 

38. Are women more secluded among Musulman or Hindus P 

34. Is the attachment of the Musulmans to their religion declining in 
proportion to the political decay of the Moslem cireulation and profits of, by 
whom used ? = ae 

35. Is the hatred between Shiahs and Sunees lessening ? 
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36." Musulman ceremSnies at birth, circumcision, puberty, betrothal, mar- 
riages, funerals, exorcism, a description as practised now: by different classes 
and formerly ? ‘ . 

37. Is the strict: regard to omens in travelling as great now as formerly ? 

in 4 


XXX. 
Tue Native Press. 


This power though young at present is gradually rising to 
a giant’s strength, and even Young Bengal is coming round to 
acknowledge it to be a-power if not for himself at least for his 
wife and daughters, who, not requiring to be copyists, do not 
need to work up a certain amount of China Bazar Kinglish ; the 
publication of half a million copies of Bengali works in Calcutta 
annually for sale, cannot be without its effect, but what is very 
desirable to procure is, manuscript literature, such as ballads, 
family traditions. Of what value, in an historical point of view 
are the ballads of Chand to the Rajputs? 


1. The circulation and profits of the following works: Almanacs, Pan- 
chalis or popular songs, tales. 

2, Past and present patrons of native literature P 

3. The use of Vernacular Libraries in making known new publications 
and creating a taste for reading ? 

4. A list of the various Jibraries for natives established in the Mofussil, 
their origin, success or failure and the causes: the classes using tham, 
the kind of books most popular? 

5. A sketch of the history of native editors, past and present, of the 
former Editors of the Bhaskar, Chandrika, Purna Chandraday, Prabhakar 
newspapers ? : : 

6. ‘The native press, how far an index of the social, moral and intellectual _ 
condition of the people? what light does it throw on it? 

7. The recent copyright law, in its action on native authorship ? 

8. Ballads, ay there many ? any very old? how far illustrative of cus- 
toms, history, morals ?* oor 

-9, The book trade, its profits; mode of selling, canvassing, advertising ? 

10. Pictures of the gods and goddesses ?+ 

11. Female book hawkers, the number, what books do they seli? 

12. The working of the Act against obscene publications ? 

13. The practicability of procuring a volume of Anecdotes of Bengali 
social life as drawn from their literature ? 

14. Tt has been affirmed that last century the Bengalis had no moral 
hooks, how far was that teue? 


* Ballad literature is not to be despised as an index of a popular mind, as Sir 
‘W. Scott has shown with regard to the Scotch, and Bp. Percy with respect to 
the English ballads. A Queen of Denmark, ten centuries ago, had the Danish Bal- 
lads published, they have been dately translated into English ; and are chiefly 
written by women; treating of history, legends. The Guzerat Vernacular 
Society in its reports. for 1849, ‘states that one-of its great objects was the 
collecting and copying ancient MS. ballads and tales. 

+ It is caleulated there may be two hundred shops for the sale of these; the 
Pawa custe were the chief purveyors, now Lrahmans, and Khuistas come. 
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XXXII. 


Pannits. - 


Pandits once occupied more important positions in social life 
than they do now. Many anecdotes are still afloat of the wonder- 
ful acquisition in Sanskrit lore made by the Tarkalankars and 
others of former days, of the lengthened period of their 
grammatical studies, and their profound acquaintance with the 
Nyaya shastra. I have spent much time among pandits both 
in Calcutta and the Mofussil; and every where J have found 
their influence and emoluments on the decay ; the endowments 
they formerly had, have been in many cases alienated, these 
enabled them to maintain pupils according to the Hindu rule 
that the master is to support the scholar. English education 
also has called for a more practical and paying knowledge than 
Sanskrit, though the latter is of the utmost value for philolo- 
gical and antiquarian purposes. 

Raja Krishna Chundra Roy of Nuddea was the Mecenas of 
Pandits last century and bestowed on them an immense amount 
of land. Adams in his reports on education has given us much 
information on the position of Pandits in 1835 so has Bu- 
ckanan Hamilton with regard to those of Behar. Though pan- 
dit learning is on the wane, still it is to be wished that Sanskrit 
studies were placed in this country on a proper basis—as akey 
to the North Indian Vernaculars—as a capital training in Philo- 
logy, and as a means of throwing a flood of light on the origin 
of nations—how striking the fact that the highlanders of Scot- 
land and the Brahmans of Benares use radically the same lan- 

uage | “ 
E 1 Pandits—illustrations of their abstruse studies, deep knowledge as 
well as extensive reading on subjects now little studied"? 
* 2, The emoluments, fees, and endowments of tols, and their influence over 
the pupils in various localities ? 

3. ‘The various causes that have led to the decline of the emoluments, 
influence and studies of Pandits? 

4, Are or were Mithile brahmans numerous and influential in Bengal ? 

5. Whether do Pandits or Purohits or Gurus ggin more emoluments, or 
have greater intluence? 


XXxXIi. 


Proverss. 


Bengali Proverbs present a rich field in illustrating the 
social condition of the people, many suggestions on this sub- 
ject may be found in Trench’s admirable work on the Proverbs. 
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1, The origin of Bengsli Proverbs, how manyare modern, how many from 
the Sanskrit ? : 
2. The extent to which they are used, which are local ? 
3. Their contrast and similarity with Hindi and Urdu ? 
4. Their resemblance to European Proverbs ? 
5. Proverbs illustrating moral feeling, the social condition of the people, 
a 


XXXII. 
Reapers. 


Tn oriental countries where the masses cannot read, it is 
very common for the people to assemble to hear one read a 
book to them, and explain its more difficult passages. Every 
reader of the Arabian Night, is acquainted with this, Among 
the Bengali there are Kathuks. 

1. The Kathaks ; their number, mode of being trained, emoluments and, 
chief localities ; are they on the increase or decrease? 

2. How far could the system be adopted of employing men like 
Kathaks to read interesting works ? : 

3. Vernacular lectwres on popular subjects illustrated with diagrams, 
pictures, the desirableness and practicability of having them? 


XXXIV. 


Recreation—Mosrc, ry 


Music, since the days of Orpheus, as well as before, has 
exercised a mighty spell on the popular mind, we know the 
famous saying “ Give me the making the ballads of a nation, 
and I will give you the making its laws.’ Sir W. Jones has 
written well on Hindu music and hag vindicated its claims 
very justly, though Europeans and Asiatics will never agree 
on this point. : at 

-There is a Bengali work on’ this but J have met very 
few pandits that could explain it. ‘ + 


1, The popular songs in use, their description, number and influence ? 

2. An account of the most popular ballad writers ? 

3. Any English music likely to be popular in this country ? 

4. Any men corresponding with the Bhats of Rajputana or the wandering 
mhinstrels of Europe im thé middle ages ?* 

5. The numbers, profits of musicians who play for hire, their different 
classes ? e 

6. Are athletic exercises as much practised now as formerly ? 

7. How far do Bengalis sleep more than Englishmen at 

e wey 


* In Behar zillah those Bhats rank next fo the military tribea, amount to 
380 families, most of which have endowments im land. “They are very impu- 
dent fellows, and when any one offeuds them, they make an image of cloth, call 
it by their enemy’s prototope beyond all reasonable measure,’* 

t I mention this as the Bengalis sit up late. 
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8. What English games or athletic exercises*might be naturalised in 
Bengal? 

9. The advantage of having a half holiday on Saturday ? 

10. Field sports as fowling, fishing, riding, pigeon fancying, kite flying, 
how far practised ? ; © 

11. Gambling, various kinds of, numbers of gamblers in Calcutta, gains ; 
gumbling houses? 

12. The mode of spending the evenings among educated natives? much 
discussion on politics or religion ? 

13. Ave feats of skill as balancing a row of water-pots on the head, 
dancing on poles, balancing, tumbling, rope-dancing, sleight of hand, 
common ? 

14, Native musical instruments, the various ones, by what classes used ? 
the ones most popular ? 

15, Analysis of Bengali books on music ? 

16. Cock fighting, bulbul fighting, ram fighting, how far practised ? 

17. The Hindu notation of music, any music on European notation ; any 
counterpoint, describe the various rdgas ; any harp? 

18. Listening to tales, and riddles of an evening, how far practised ? 

19, Various modes of swimming practised, can any women swim ? 


XXXV. 


Szcrs. 


Without questions of sociology trenching on theology, 
there is a wide field in considering the social influence of 
the various sects of Hindus. Professor Wilson has almost 
exhausted the theological part of the question in his elaborate 
work the “ Sects of the Hindus,” but there is much to fill up 
in the social part. 


1. How far are the Vaishnabs ahead of other sects as to elevating’ the 
people or women, or in proselyting? have they made any proselytes among 
Muhammadans; their ceremonies for the initiation of converts ? : 

2. The extent of the Guru's power and emoluments now? do they travel 
far, the greatest number of disciples any have’ their visits, instruction, morals, 
the various kinds of Upadesh they whisper into the ear? 

3, The duties, influence and punishments of the Dalpati ? 

4. Is this remark of Wilson correct ? “ In Bengal the Lingwm worship has 
no hold on the people’s affections, it is not interwoven with their amuse- 
ments, nor must it be imagined that it offers any. stimulus to impure 
passions.” Lecture I. 22. . . 

5. The Sakéas, their mystical diagrams, rites and gesticulations ? 

6. Lingamites, are their priests Jangams, are any Sudras? 

7. Was Sati practised more among Saktas or Vaishnabs ? 

8. Who practised the worship of Ola Bibi (the goddess of cholera), when 
did it begin and in what districts is it observed? Ditto ditto of Shitola, of the 
Karta Bhojas, of Dakin Ray, of Gazi? 

9. What sects originating in the Upper Provinces: have followers in 
Bengal, and what Bengali sects have followers in the Upper Provinces? 

10. Is the Tantric sytem spreading, its social influence ? ~ 

IL. The three leading divisions of Hindu monks ? how far do they observe 
caste P 
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XXXVI. 
Servants, 
1. Do natives keep the same number of servants as Europeans in a cor- 
responding rank of ite—how do their pay, treatment, work, differ in the 
service of Huropesns, East Indians, Hindus and Musulmans? 
2. The state of s/aves in former days ; their price and treatment ?* 
3. The causes that servants in Calcutta are said to be inferior to what 
they used to be—is it that those who govern ill are served ill? ak 
. How far is the practice of exchanging certificates of character carried ? 
5. Chubdars, their numbers and pay in former days ? when have their num- 
bers become less? 
6. Anecdotes, illustrative of the number, treatment and cost of slaves 
in Bengal in former times. 

How far are the rules of caste among servants really such, how far are 
they an invention for their own ease and profit? (In Madras, the landof real 
caste, one servant does the work of many.) 

8. Ayahs, their castes, emoluments, morals? 


9. The moral and social effect of so many servants being separated from 


their wives and families? is it like the Scotch boothy system P 
; XXXVI. 
TRAVELLING, 


Though pilgrimages may have conduced to encourage the 
Hindus, to a love of adventure and to season them to hardship 
yet there is among Bengalis a strong clin ging to their na- 
tive place and their bhdilok, and yet Bengalis are found like 
Jews every where in India, but with better effect now than what 
Hamilton records “ of the Calcutta Babus sent to Dinagepore, 
which is invaded by Strangers from Calcutta, most of them 
rapacious as kites, and eager to accumulate fortunes in order 
to be able to retire to their native country.” We trust that 
one of the effects of the railroad will be to lead a different kind 
of Bengalis to visit Behar, viz., the educated native who wishes. 
to see the remains of the former greatness of his country, as 
seen in the Buddhist ruins of Behar, the Hindu monuments of 
Benares, tho Moslem grandeur of Agra and Delhi, the beauteous 
Scenery in the valley of the Soane and the Jain buildings 
of Rajputana, with the wide Champaign of Rewa—we hope 
this Indian grand tour may be considered necessary to crown a 
book education.+ a 

1. Do the Bengalis travel more than Behar men? is their love to it on the 
increase ? . 

2. Do pilgrimages in Bengal contribute more to a travelling spirit: than 
in the Agra Presidency ? 


* Slavery was once very prevalent in Bengal, and especially in Behar; the 
Musulmans there are forbidden by their religion to purchase a freeman, they in 
order to give a sop to their conscience, call it taking a lease of a man for ninety 
years, ; > 

t From Katamandu to Indore, the Bengali Babu is the copying machine in 


offices; in Benares alone there are about 7000 Bengalis settled, 
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8. Is much correspondence kept up betwedéi Bengalis located in the 
Agra Presidency and their friends in 2 

4. How far is the desire of letter writing and cheap postage leading in 
the lower classes to a desire for writing, reading ? 

5. Different kinds of lodging houses for travellers,cheir various prices— 
accommodation—are they over crowded together in one room—do scenes of 

vice or robbery often occur ? : 

6. Railways, their effects on third class travellers, in lessening caste pre- 
judices—enlarging the powers of observation—promoting family comfort— 
how far are women availing themselves of them P 

7. News, various native modes of procuring ? 

8. Planting trees by road sides, how far practised in ancient and modern 
times, in Bengal P 

9. on causes leading to natives emigrating to the Mauritius and other 
parts 


XXXVIII. 


VEBRICLES, 


This should not be below our notice. In London there ig 
a Society for improving the condition of cabmen—while the 
Bishop of London has not thought infra day to preach in the 
open air to this class. : 
J. The various changes in shape the palankeen has undergone.* 
2. How fur is it feasible to introduce into lower Bengal the use of the 
ekka, which is both cheap and expeditious P “ 
© 3. Palki bearers, in Calcutta—their numbers, mode of life, localities, 
whence they come,—many from Behar, character, profits? Ghari wallas 
lo. do. 
7 nr Syces in Calcutta do. do—were not syces formerly more swift of 
foot. 
5. The origin of the shape of the present Airanchis. Is it taken from 
old English coaches P 


XXXIX. 


Worgina Crassis, 


’ . In England, much interest has been taken in the working 
classes, as the great pillars of the social system. 

My own experience leads me to the conviction, that in the pre- 
sent state of things, the working classes afford a fine field for 
education and social improvement as ,their improved social 
condition, particularly in the rise of wages, and wants leads 
them to a stronger desire for education and its accompani- 
ments ; to them a knowledge of reading and writing and arith- 
metic is rendéred by their daily ocqnpations a matter of necessi- 

* Last century they were arched. 

+ In-Borlin, the. cab drivers, while waiting for a fare, are to-be often seen 
wea A sathor of Seri ‘“Matakherim writes they make nothing of following and 
preceding Englishmen on a full gallop, common servants have been seen who 
would run own hare. - 
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ty; except alittle coloquial English ix some cases what these 
men need is not a smattering of book English, but a sound 
vernacular education, which will embrace the elements of mathe- 
matics and manufacturing skill, on the plan of the commercial 
schools in England from which,-a smattering of Latin has been 
excluded. So it was found in the Agra . Presidency when Mr. 
Thomson formed his scheme of vernacular education, so it will 
be found here as in England, How many eminent men have 


risen from this class such as Stephenson, Hugh Muller, an, 


encouragement to others as in the French army, every soldier 
is said tocarry the baton of field marshal in his knapsack. In 
Jehanabad a century ago a Musulman tailor founded a sect com- 
posed of Musulmans and Hindus, who respect the Koran and 
Shastras, this tailor composed 18 sacred books in Hindi, and his 
followers amount to 20,000 now. Kabir, sprung from a weaver 
family, was the founder of one of the greatest sects in north 
India, while among the village gods worshipped in Behar are 
those who were boatmen, domes, oilmen. Dew the great 
metaphysician studied the science while eobbling—Dr. Carcy 
was acobbler. Many of the weavers of En land have been 
great readers and even mathematicians, Chaaien Gupta’s 
maternal grandfather was a barber. 

The London Working Men’s College established in 1854, Ins 
270 students in Mathematics, Drawing, French, Natural His- 
tory, there are other Colleges in Manchester, Halifax ; carpen- 
ters, shoe-makers, weavers, tailors, porters belong to them. 
When will Bengal have hers—the working men nowcan scarcely 
read. When is India to have the literature of labour—like that of 
Burns the bard and ploughman—Clare the peasant poet—Hogg 


the. shepherd poet.—Cooper the shoemaker poet.—Miller the--"” 


stone mason geologist. Hood’s literature of labour and the 
achievements of mind among the cottage, or “ mind among the 
spindles suggest many reflections on this,”” vt 


1. Weavers, their numbers, profits, social position, localities, do many 
read ; have many risen in the world’? 

2. Tailors, are all Musulmans? 
~3. Shoemakers, do azy become rich, is the Prejudice against them 
declining. 3 

4. Potters, why inferior to. those of former days? 

5. . Dyers, different kinds and nature of dyes ? 

6. Masons and Stone cutters, are they chiefly immigrants P 

7. Smith» the profits and scvial position of’ various lasses as copper- 
smith, tinsmith, blacksmith, goldsmith.” 
. 8. Confectioners, any poisonous matter as in England used in their color- 
ing ? 7 r 

9. Bookbinders, an Hindus, if not, why ? 

10. Shopkeepers, w! y such readers among them, what clase in aociety do 
they come from ? : ~ 
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11. Idol makers, their lecalities, profits? c 

12. Firework makers. Do. 

13. Pansaries, or Grocers. Do. 

14. Instances of Revolutions in trade in this country from change of 
employment like that in Europe among weavers, manuicript copyers, - coach 
proprietors ? 
©15,. Instances among the working classes of men who have risen to wealth 
or social distinction, or who have educated their sons well? 

16. Is the Shilpa Shastra in use among any priesis?* —. 

17. Do any of the working classes meet for combination of wages, as 
ryots have with respect to Indigo P 

18. The middleman system, its evils? 

19. Strikes, arnong what classes, and why P 


Among the most thriving trades, is that of keepers of tatties, , 


who profit as much by this dirty work as English undertakers 
do-by their other division of it; I have heard of-some of those . 


’- men near Dharrumtollah bazar who earn between two and three 


hundred rupees monthly. In the Congress General of Hygiene 
in France, 1852, one resolution passed was, “ That the instruc- 
tion of the young in the labouring classes ought to comprise 
all which relates to the cleanliness of their person and of their 
dwellings, to the benefits resulting from good ventilation and. 
the evils arising from humidity.” There is on the Continent 
the Association International de Bienfaisaisance, whose main 
objects.are to bring into relationship all interested in the con- 
dition of the working classes, reformatory institutions end. 
popular education. . . oo 


* It is 80 among certain stone masons in Behar zilJah, 


(uo 


